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OUR Lordſbips will, without Doubt, 
be ſurpriſedata Layman's preſuming to 
fi addrefs you in this publick Manner, 
——eſpecially on a Subject that has gene- 
rally (perhaps erroneouſly) been ſuppoſed your 


— 


more immediate Duty; I mean the Support of our 


Religion and Church as by Law eſtabliſhed. 
wu 1 N 1 os: Bag —— 4 N 


J Tur State chat every impartial Eye muſt ſee it 
in, ſeems to call on each Member of the Legiſla- 


ture to exert his utmoſt Endeavours to divert the 


impending Storm that evidently threatens it; with 


this View I ſend. theſe Sheets to the Preſs, hoping 
they may contribute to awaken its ſuppoſed Guar- 
dians from that Lethargy, which prevents their be- 
ning alarmed at the viſible and notorious Growth of 


Vice, Inſidelity and Apoſtacy now prevailing a- 
mong all Ranks in this Kingdom, and, like a Tor- 
before it, with its melan- 


choly, though natural Conſequences, fuch as a 


A 3 1 
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Lord's Day, particularly among the Great; an 


univerſal and avowed Contempt of all Authority, 
divine and human, the luxurious and liceatious 


| Lives of the Clergy, and their ſhameful Neglect, 


in the Diſcharge of their geſpective Functions; 
with the much-to-be-lamented State of Diſſipa- 
tion in which the Youth of both Sexes are tygined . 
up, which muſt evidently taint and corrupt” moſt 
of the riſing Generation. 


Tursz having mutual Connections and Influ- 
ences, can any thinking Man doubt, whether they 
will not, ſooner or later, bring on a total Diſſolu- 
tion of all Order and Government? This being 
confeſſedly our melancholy Situation, where can 
I addreſs this Letter with ſo much Propriety as ta 
your Lordſhips, the Pillars of our Church, whoſe 
Predeceſſors, by an active Zeal in the Diſcharge of 
their Duty, added to a conſtant Reſidence in Their 
reſpeQive Dioceſes, might have prevented many of 
the Evils fo juſtly and ſo univerſally complained of 
at this Day. And I am confident that your” Lord- 
ſhips, even now, have it in your Power, at leaſt to 
poſtpone the evil Day; by adopting thoſe Mea- 
ſures tkat your Predeceſſors neglected; but in or- 
der to promote this deſirable Reformation, your 
Lordſhips muſt lay the Axe to the Root; you muſt 
begin by ſetting the Example; that your inferior 
Clergy are to follow ; you mult leave your Town 
Palaces, your Feaſts, your Card Aſſemblies, Qc. 
&c. fc. and retire to your Duty in the Country, 
and there reſide, except when your Attendance in 
Parliament is demanded ; by the Word Reſidence I 
do not mean going to the Country ſor three or four 
Months, when the Town is empty and duſty, the 
Fruit ripe, and the Rents due, but making your 
Dioceſe your: conſtant Home in the ſtrict Senſe of 
the Word; always living there, which would ef- 
ſectually promote the Reſidence of your: Clergy, 


and, 


3 
and, in Time, produce the moſt happy Effects in 
all Ranks of People, then by your Eotdſhips Con- 
de ſcenſion and Goodneſs we ſhould probably be 
permitted to have Service conſtantly in all our 
Churches, which at preſent is not the Caſe uni- 
verſally, to my certain Knowledge, occaſioned by 
the Clergy's Abſence, who ſpend their Time in 
Town, attending the Levees of the Great in the 
Morning, in Hopes of Preferment, attending Af- 
ſemblies and Card Tables at Night, in Ho 
thereby to bear their extraordinary Expences; this 
Account, my Lords, is not in the leaſt exaggera- 
ted; whoever lives in Town muſt ſee more Gen- 
Hemen of the Church in Proportion, than of any 
other Profeſſion, and frequently in Places where 


Clergy ought never to appear. WY 


By this ſcandalous Abſence from Duty, the 
Flocks in the Country fall into Confuſion and Er- 
ror, for Want of their Shepherd to guide them, 
become an eaſy Prey to every. artful Popiſh Prieſt 
they meet, for ſuch are always ready in every Pa- 
Tiſh, and hence the Number of SeQs of every De- 
nomination each Day encreaſing, while the Reli- 
gion by Law eſtabliſhed ſeems the only one ne- 
glected, and in ſome Parts of Ireland, I may ſay, 
l e 


.  Yous Lordſvips muſt pardon my ſpeaking thus 
openly, and. calling albud fot Redlelb; 1 45 it in 
Defence of the violated Laws of my Country, in 
Support of the Honour due to the King of Kings; 
but in order to ſet this in a clearer Light, I ſhall 
beg Leave to ſet down ſome Paſſages as I find them 
in 1. Ordination and Conſectation Services, as 
the Duty of Clergy and Biſhops ;. and then I ſhall 


take the Liberty to ferm your Lordſhips what 
(hom the " moſt unqueſtionable Authority) we 
learn, was thought the indiſpenſible Duty of gl 
* | aged 5 


* 127 e «cs gre 


86 


ſhop by the e Apoſtle and, primi tive Fathers 3 
e 8 with your own 155 


N 
| Conduct, y eaſily draw the natural In- 
3 t feat, e the een Reader. 
wil do it for you.” : | 


wo 7 


— 


ISL therafine 3 to . 25 bert "4 
Paſſage * * e of n 0 #2 oh 


Tus Tit i che Service for Dec. 
the 1. Tim. 3. 8. 


66 Lixkwisz gy the ikea be g rave, not 
7 ehe ed, not given to much Wine, not 
y of thy Lucre, toe. Oc. e 


„Turn the Biſhop aſks him, « Do you CS har 
you are 1 moved by che thi Ghoſt,” to. 


71 40 . 79 5 you this. 'Office and Miniſtration to | 


ara according to the Will of our Lord Feſus Chrift,. 
RES: the Church? Anſwer. T think ſo. 


We {: 22 tion of his Glory and. 
: % 2180 his et. Anſwer. 7 truft o. 


Vibey. Do 0 think that you are truly called; 


Wet and the.due Order of this . to e 


"Im the Office for ordaining Priefts we "find the 4 


e Goſpel from St. John; 16. 1. In the latter Ruder 


Which are theſe Words: The Hireling fleeth- 
«« becauſe he is an Hireling, and careth not for the 
«« Sheep; Iam the good bepherd, and know my 


Sheep and am known of mi -; Theſe are the 
Words of the eee e 705 ever. to be re- 


be inſerted here, but tis 


membered by thoſe. who, 915 8. "themſelves s his Mi- 
niſters,, The Biſhop's, A Exhor tion. is 100 long to 
. e the 1. | 


Render: 's ae * "es TRY: art of th 152755 1 


191 

lemn Service, in which we find the. Biſhop aſk the 
Prieſt, „ Will you be diligent in Prayers, and in 

reading of * Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch Stu- 
dies as help to the Kno of the ſame, laying 

« afide the Study of tbe Weeld and the Fleſi to 

* which he anſwers in an with Divine _ 
y Afiftance.” 


In the Office of n of Biſhops-we find 
the Epiſtle 1. Tim. 3. 1. with the following De- 
ſcription” of a Biſhsp. A Biſhop-mulſt then be 
« blamelefs, the Huſband of one Wife, vigilant, 
* ſober, of good Behaviour, iven to Hoſpi — 
4 apt to teach, not given co ine, no Stwiker, not 

8 of filthy Lucre, but patient, not a Braw- 

« ſer, not coyetous, one that-ruleth well his own - 

« Houſe, having his Childrent in . wich all 
6. Gravity N 


For the reſt of the Ser FOR I refer the Reader to 8 


* 


the Common Pra Book, hg he. finds it at 
length; and ſhall . ragonr give ſome Ac 
count of the Opinion of the e Fiat ve. Church on 


this Subject. 


Ats nor in the early Ages of the Church was 
obliged to preach the Word:of God, to pray with 
his Flock, to adminiſter- the two Sacraments of 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, to-take Care of the 
Poor, to ordain Miniſters, to govern his Flock, to 

excommunicate Offenders, (not for Contempts of 
Court or Non-payment of exorbitant Fees) but for 
Offences againſt the Chriſtian Religion ; to abſolve 
Penitents, and every Thing under: Oy $a was, 
the Biſhop' 8 Fuataen and Gee. 


is E primitive Biſho a 5 e aſſi- . 
duouſiy to bo Wha faithful be of theſe impor- 
tant ; continually preacl ing. to their me 5 
a ple, 


| [10]J | 

e, praying with them, watching over them, not 

Deputy, but in Perſon always reſidin 8 with them, 
which Incumbency was deemed ſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, that Cyprian, enumerating the Sins 
that brought the Wrath of God upon the Church 
im that bl | Perſecution | of Decius, mentions. 
the Biſhop's bie nts as one, Epiſcopi de- 
*« relifta Cathedra, Plebe deſerta, per alienas Pro- 
* wincias oberrantes, Negotiationis queſtuoſa nun- 
% dinas Aucupari ; De Lapfis.” © Their leavin 
their Churches and diverting their Flocks, an 
** wandering about the Country, to hunt. after 
*<<-worldly . Gain and Advantage.“ 80 that the 
truly apoſtolical Biſhops never left their Flocks, 
like the above-mentioned Apoſtates, but conſcien- 
tioufly applied themſelves to promote the ſpiritual 
Welfare of thoſe committed to their Care, em- 
ploying themſelves in all Acts of Piety and Charity, 
eading a laborious and mortified Life. 


Tux Biſhop was to watch over the Souls of thoſe 
under his Charge, as being accountable for them 
all, Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they 
*« watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Ac- 
„ count; and Chryſoftom ſays, this made his Soul! 
e tremble continually ; for (ſays he) if he that of- 
“ fends but one, Mat. 18. 6. ſhall ſuffer ſo much, 
<< what then ſhall they ſuffer, what Puniſhment 
1% ſhall they endure, under whom ſo many ery; 
e Want of Experience will be no Excuſe, nor 
„ Tgnorance, nor Neceſlity, nor Force; one of the _ 
* Flock may ſooner be excuſed for his own Sins, 

“ than Biſhops for the Sins of others, and there- 

© fore Puniſhment is unavoidable, if any one. in 
„his Charge happen to periſh ; we muſt be ac- 
% countable for a Buſineſs, that requires the Vir- 
tue of Angels; De Sacerdot. Orat. 6. p. 44. I 
wonder, — he, if any of the Biſhops ever 


[ 11 ] 
« he ſaved, conſidering the Greatneſs of the 
„ Threatning, and their Negligence, in Heb. ibid. 


ELSEWHERE, ſays he, © Tam aſtoniſhed at thoſe 
* who ſeek ſuch a weighty Charge; wretched and 
« miſerable Man, doſt thou ſee what thou ſeekeſt? 
„% can't thou anſwer for one Soul? When thou 
<« has got this Dignity, conſider to the Puniſhment 
© of how many Souls thou art liable. Tir. Hem. 1. 


LeT me here add the opinion of a late Elegant 
Writer of Great Piety and learning, in his own 
Words : | N | 


« Dunne the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, all 
* was Croſs, Poverty, Perſecution and Martyrdom, 
« none entered into the Church or at leaſt remain- 
« ed in it, but thoſe whe were reſdlved to imitate 
66 Fes Crucihed, to be buried with him in Bap- 
« tiſm, to die to the World, and to waſh their 
* Robes in the Blood of the Lamb; ſoon after the 
„ Converſion of the Reman Emperors, Chriſtians 
<<. were delivered from Per ſecution; the Kings and 
_ 4+ Princes that were Converted to our Holy Faith 
„ rewarded liberally the paſtors of Souls for their 
<< [abours. The Chriſtian World was divided in- 
te Biſhopricks with vaſt Revenues, Churchmen 
decame rich, and lived with outward Splendor ; 
Men unmortified and not poſſeſs d with the Spi- 
« rit of Religion, aſpired to rich Benefices: Great 
„Men and ds entered into ſacred orders with- 
out Vocation ; not to become Phyficians of Souls, 
but to enjoy opulent Fortunes, then Prelates and 
Churchmen kept Courts, extended their Domi- 
* nions, became great ' Politicians, and united in 
„the ſame Perſon ſpiritual and temporal Power. 
„Thus Faith decay'd and Charity Waxed Cold, 
in the mean Time, Religion mourns like a Dove, 
* overall the Errors, Corruptions and abuſes which 


*« obſcure 


j 
= 
| 

2 
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| * obſcure her ſacred Doctrines, and throw 4 Vail 


upon all the Oeconomy of Providence. 


* I SHALL no longer detain Lordſhips - with 
Quotations on this Head, what I have ſaid, evi- 
dently ſhews how very important, Laborious, and 
Dangerous, the ſacred - Office of a Biſhop was 
thought to be in the primitive' Church, the Office 
may 54A leſs Laborious in theſe Days, whe- 
ther leſs gerous, I ſhall not preſume to deter- 
mine, but do moſt ſincerely hope that Gop of his 
infinite Mercy will aſſiſt your Lordſhips in the ex- 
erciſe of your Epiſcopal Functions and in preaching 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt in your Reſpective Dio- 
ceſſes, which with your own and your Clergy's 
Reſidence, will greatly contribute to avert thoſe 


2 udgments, that our open Violation of all Laws 
Divine and Human is too likely to call down upon 


" 
- 


Vox Lordſhips cannot conceive how extream- 
Pl neceſſary it is to command your Clergy to adhere 
ftritly to the Doctrine of the Goſpel. in their Ser- 
mons, and this I ſay with the more confidence, as I 
hear ſe very frequently Sermons chiefly extracted 
from Heathen Authors, and many of them directx 
oppoſite tu the Goſpel Doctrine; how muſt the 
carers be perplexed in ſuch à Caſe? when they 


read one Doctriae in their Bible, and hear another 


from the Pulpit; by what Authority is this? Lis 


the Faſhion ; but js that a ſufficient reaſon ; tis in- 


deed the lamentable cauſe of much of the prevail- 


ing infidelity. of the: Age, and was the.ceaſon that 
obliged a right Reverend Prelate now alive to in- 
ſert the following elauſe in a charge to his Clergy 
nut the Viſitation, which I beg leave to tranſcribe. 
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* My benen, 8 
CA WII 
I Bee you wil nie vp with e Moral 
© Preaching ; we have been long attempting the re- 
formation of the Nation by Diſcourſes of this 
Kind, with what faceef ? None at all, on the 
* contrary, we have very dexterouſly preached the 
People into Wh we muſt change 
© our Voice, we mult Preach Chriſt and him Cru- 
.© cifed. Nothing but Goſpel i is; nothing will be 
fbund to be, the Power of Gov unto Salvation 
F RET: Let me therefore again and again re- 

*. queſt; may I not add, let me Charge you to preach 
„ 2275 — Salvation through his , preach 
+. che Lokb | who” bought us, preach Redemption 
through his Blood, preach the Saying of the great 
br "Bi h Prieft, © He who believeth ſball be ſaved,” 

eh Repentande towards oy {na Faith in 
* - Gur Long "Feſur Chriſt.” 


be rs the Sentitientr of our En 16 B 
as printed in his Charge in 17493 4 
your Lordſhips Clergyi in this Kingdom 1 ad in more 
need of ſuch a Charge, than any Clergy i in Europe. 
Their Motul e müde at Colledge bor for common 
Places, being brought tö the Conntry are there con- 
aach prenthed ang ave la ied che Don: 
ee of the Apoſtles ; inſoniuch that vhen a Chrifti- 
uin Divine happens topreath where he is not perſo- 
5 known, he is YI called SeQariſt or 
. f, ax preach a DoQtine new to the Con- 
E r Bie d Lonxp ſent true Apoſtles 
80 Filer under the Goſpel and taught them 
the Truth which they ſhould preach — 3 
pogate, but in Mat. 7. 15. he — Falſe 
phets and Miniſters, who ſhould come who never 
received the Truth from his Spirit; theſe be 7 9 


their Succeſſors —_— the Apoſtacy. 


— —˙—1— 12.3 — — _ 
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zalſo Speaks of ſeducing Spirits in the latter Times, 
Who ſhould prevail on many to Depart from the 
Faith. St. Peter alſo foretold Falſe Teachers who 
mould privily bring in Damnable Hereſies, even 
denying the Loxp that bought them, and that the 
Way of Truth ſhould be evil Spoken of, 2. Pe- 
ter 2. 1. 2. but I need not enumerate paſſages of 
this Kind, all who read the Scriptures find number- 
leſs ones, and when they go to Church hear them 


Tux e ug Modern Sermons, tho? full of 
elegant Deſcriptions and acute reaſoning, ate yet 
by no means the Word of Gop, but the interpreta- 
tion of Man, platted over with falſe Gold, feed- 
ing their Hearers with Stones . inſtead of .Bread ; 
theſe are the Preachers who . Honour 
and preferment, raiſe up an Idol of Riches, Repu- 
tation and Applauſe, inſtead of ſeeking; the Glory 
of God, and the Spiritual edification of Men their 
Heathen Diſcourſes being only calculated for the 
Meridian of old Rome or Athens, as if the Congre- 
gation was ſed of Infidels, and hence alſo 
our Apoſtacy of evety Kind. ie ie 


Ix order to be better underſtood, permft me to 

aſk this Queſtion, among the great Numbers who 
preſume to enter into Holy Orders, how few can 
lay their Hand on their frei and ſay, I was 
moved by the Holy Spirit to embrace the Miniſtry, 
without any. other View than that of aſſiſting my 
Fellow Creatures in the Road to Salvation, by 
preaching up the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt? If they 
cannot ſay this, how can your Lordſhips anſwer to 
God or Man the Impoſition of your Hands on 


tis 7 
- 4 
14 


5 Lr * now enquire how the Generality of 
young Clergy are qualified. for Holy Orders; I fear 


; only ; 


[15] 


only by learning human Arts and Languages at 
beſt; and this Knowledge is now ſufficient - 
Within my Memory, every Man who choſe it, 
bred up his Son to the Miniſtry as he would to a 
Trade, provided he could afford him a common 
School Education, and then ſend him to the Uni- 
verſity, where after becoming a Graduate, (I hope 
not in Debauchery) he came out Qualified to be a 
Minifter, that is, to Miniſter to Man, the Things 
of Man, according to human Skill, which was al- 
moſt univerſally received, as a true call to the Mi- 
niſtry of God, then he becomes a Curate ; and: 
Gradually riſes in the Church as he has Intereſt. 


I wiLL not here deny my having heard in ſome: 
few inſtances of a young Man riſing by merit, tho 
very ſeldom, but if my information be Juſt, bad as 
Things were, they are exceedingly changed of late 
for the worſe ; few now'think o& Orders, becauſe 
the eccleſiaſtical emoluments become everyDay more 
difficult to obtain ; a young Man has now no chance. 

riſing if he be not the relation of a Biſhop, or 
Biſhop's Wife, or promiſey to Marry ſome poor Girl 
dependent on them, or is not nearly related to ſome 
Member of Parliament, or whoſe Father or Friends 
have not ſome intereſt or Vote in a Borough, or 
ſome ſuch Qualification ;- without which, a — 
of the moſt exemplary Life, muſt live and die a 
Curate. I know many ſuch, who with great merit 
ſtarve on thirty Pounds per Annum, with a numer- 
ous Family and no hopes of Preferment, while they 
ſee a Biſhop's Son unqualified, hurried into orders, 
made Deacon and Prieſt, and preſented to a great 
Living, all in'the ſpace of one Week. 
_ InrerIoRs in moſt Profeſſions are thought to 
have a right to be gradually promoted, on account of 
Merit and long Service, as Providence opens a. 
door thereto; and ſhall the inferior Clergy be de- 

20g — prived 
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Sue of the like Claim ? Shall it be criminal in a 
General to prefer for Favor, or any preſent gr prœ 
miſed . emolument, and ſhall it not be execrable 
in a Biſhop to do the like? Shall Biſhops who ought 
to be a living as well as ſpeaking rule of Juſtice to 
the World, be permitted to go on in this Track ? 
Your Lordſhips ſhould conſider the end and deſign 
of all our Eccleſiaſtical Endowments, and then 
you muſt ſee how guilty you are of injuſtice to- 
wards your inferior Clergy, by a partial diſtribution 
of Promotions: certainly . ſuch endow- 
ments was to encourage and reward the Labours 
of the Clergy in the Diſcharge of their Dyty, 
but now all theſe Kind intentions towards the infe- 
rior Clergy are fruſtrated by ſhamefu} paxtialities; 
when a worthy Man with a real call to = Miniſtry, 
has by a ſeyere Courſe of Study for many Years, 
endeavoured- to qualify himſelf, muſt it not be a 
eat Diſcouragement to him to reflect, that when 
rovidence opens a Door, more amply to reward 
his Labours, that he will probably be uppinnten 

ſome ſtripling, favorite or relation, will any ſe- 
rious Man fay that this is no injuſtice ? Surely: it is 
a moſt flagrant one, and calls aloud for redreſo. 


Give me leave here to mention the abominable 
Cuſtom of loading one of theſe Favorites with 
Pluralities ; will Poſterity believe that a Wretch e- 
ver exiſted who could openly declare, that he would 
give every living as it became yacant to one or o- 

ther of his two Sons, and that he ſhould be able to 
procure Faculties for theſe infamous Pluralities, 
tho' in the moſt diſtant parts of the Kingdom, as he 
was removed from one-Dioceſs to angther ? Yea, 
the fact is too true, and I bluſh when I think of it. 


Ir any of your Lordſhips hope for a reformation. 
of Manners in your Clergys you muſt put a ſtop to 
this Corruption; while this infamous Cuſtam con- 


tinues, 


1171 | 
tinues, you cannot hope to have a reſident Clergy,. 
without which your Church muft fall: I beſeech 
your Lordſhips to read Dr. Newton's Book, called 
Pluralities Indefenfible, and I hope your Labour will 
not be loſt. | ' | 


I rave taken ſome pains in collecting the Names 
of the Livings and Clergy that I could obtain in 
this Kingdom, which ee in proper Time, 
and when it does appear, the World will be ama- 
zed at the number of Livings and Cures totally ne- 
glected; there are inſtances where two thirds of 
the Clergy in a Dioceſs do not reſide or ever do any 
Duty but when forced to appear for a few Days at 
a Viſitation; nay it is become frequent for Curates 
in ſuch Livings not to reſide, and the Church fo 
neglected as ſeldom to have Service performed; but 
I reſerve this for my next Letter when I ſhall Pub- 
liſh the Names of many of theſe Delinquents. 
Will this not alarm thoſe who wiſh well to the eſta- 
bliſhed Ranges ?. Is this not a noble Harveſt for 
Popiſh Prieſts? and does not the original fault lie 
in the Biſhop who thus betrays his truſt, not only 
in permitting this abſence from Duty, but in ay | 
his Livings and Cures with Men who have no Senſe 
of any Religion under the Sun. This being the 
caſe, is there any reaſon to be ſurprized at the . 
vailing Apoſtacy ? no, my Lords, that Apoſtacy 
came in by quitting the Spirit of God, and run- 
ning after another Spirit, and the recovery muſt 
be, by quitting that other Spirit, and returning to 

the Spirit of God z this my Lords may be called 
Enthuſiaſtick, but tis' ' nevertheleſs true; if you 
would have your Clergy lead Moral Lives, you 
muſt make them Chriſttans, then . duty will never 
be neglected, then the Word of God will be preach- 
ed, the Goſpel will be no longer deſpiſed, and 
Heathen Morality ſubſtituted, which is too much 
the Caſe among even thoſe who are more reſpected 
as . than 
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than I fear they deſerve: let them depend more 
on the Goſpel and leſs on their own acquired 
Learning, let them conſider at what a low ebb. 
rality was in St. Paul's Time, when human 
Learning was near its Zenith, what ſhocking de- 
eneracy and Corruption reigned, as appears | 
is Epiſtle to the Romans, where he ſays, by pro- 
felſing 1 nm wiſe, they became Fools; and yet 
* theſe are the Men, whoſe Maxims our modern di- 
vines ſo fondly embrace, and to know their igno- 
rant Conjectures, is accounted great part of our 
Wiſdom; hence we evidently ſee that Preaching has 
had leſs ſucceſs than ever; there never was leſs 
Morality in Mens Lives and Actions than at this 
Time, which proves that there is ſomething of a 
higher Nature ſtill wanting. What a difference 
would appear, were they, as in duty bound, to lay 
the Axe to the Root, and aim their Strokes at the 
Heart, break open the Fountain of its Corruption, 
and ſhew Men their horrid Apoſtacy from God, 
ſhe them their own nothingneſs and vileneſs, and 
force them to cry out with the Leper, Unclean; 
then Man's Pride being brought low, the Soul would 
begin to feel its od of a Redeemer, and the 
Mind be prepared to receive Goſpel Truths with 
more Force, than by the moſt perſuaſive Eloquence 
of Man. He will-then cry Ly Lord, if thou wilt, 
thou can'ſt make me clean, help my unbelief. 
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Tu is my Lords will probably be called new Doc- 
trine, Enthuſiaſm; Fanaticiſm, or what you Pleaſe, 
but it was the Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

it was the ſame under the Law, before the Law, 
and ſince the Law, tis that only true Doctrine that 
will infallibly lead both Shepherd and Flock to 
Heaven, that will make Man happy both here and 
hereafter, that will do your Lordſhip honor to 
preach to all under your Charge, however unfaſhi- ; 
onable to a modern Underſtanding: but Lought with 
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great Submiſſion to aſk your Lordſhips Patdon for 
uſurping a Character that you will ſay does not be- 
come me, for turning Preacher, and dictating to 
thoſe, who ought to have the Goſpel at their 
Tongues end, and who, by ſame, are ſuppoſed 
to be ſo much better Maſters of this Subject, than 
I fear. you will allow a Layman can poſſibly be 


Bur as your Lordſhips are all employ'd in Patlia- 
ment, &c. &c. the Laity muſt take the Church un- 
der their protection elſe it cannot ſubſiſt, and this 
will I hope plead my excuſe for what I have ſaid, 
and what J intend to ſay. 


I am acquainted with ſome Clergy, faithful Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, who prove their en 
their Lives, for whom I have the higheſt and 
unfeigned Regard, and which they muſt extort e- 
ven from the Enemies of our Church, alſo it is my 
Misfortune to know Numbers, whoſe Lives | 
a different Goſpel from the former, I muſt aſk theſe 
latter ones a few Queſtions,-and by the Anſwer that 
their own Conſciences will make them, they will 
be able to judge how they fill the Miniſtry. 


Do they believe the Scripture? Do they take up- 
on them the Character of Religious Men? Do they 
anſwer that Character under which they appear? 
Do they never take the Name of God in Vain, or 
ſwear in Converſation ? Do they keep the Sabbath 
Day holy, never play at any Game, or Ramble about 
on that Day? Are they never given to Drunkeneſs, 
Gluttony, or Luxury of any kind? Do they never 
avenge themſelves? never become Whoremongers, 
or Gumeſters; if they are guilty of any of theſe, 
Crimes, and believe Scripture to be true, then they 
muſt feel that they are loſt, that they are heaping: 
up to themſelues Wrath againſt the Day of W. 4 
and Revelation f the. Rigbteaus Judgment of os | 


Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, Temperance, 
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and yet theſe Men call themſelves Men of Reaſon ; 
is Reaſon inconſiſtent with itſelf ; is it Reaſonable 
to believe that a Swearer, Drunkard, Gameſter, 
Fc. can believe | Scripture ? this is a Manifeſt 


Contradiction to the Reaſon of all Mankind, and 


therefore they had better act Conſiſtently, either 
throw away their Bible or their Sins, profeſs them- 
ſelres either infidels or Chriſtians ; Let them no 
longer act a part, or Halt between two Opinions: 
but theſe Gentlemen will ſay in Anſwer to all this, 
we paſs our Time agreeably, and we are as ſure of 
Riſing in the Church as any others; I really believe 
the latter, but I deny the former; they only court 
a ſtate of Diſſipation, which they think agreeable, 
becauſe they dont know how to fill up their Time; 
having no Senſe of Real Religion, the only com- 
fort a reaſonable being can have in this World, 


they live in a perpetual hurry to drown thought; 


they have no Idea of- putting the two 2 om 
mands of our Bleſſed Lord in practice, loving their 
Neighbour as themſelves, and God with their whole 
Heart; if they did they would be happy in him, 
and all their former ſuppoſed happineſs would in- 
ſtantly appear Miſery From this Love of God 


and Man, Meekneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, holi- 


neſs of Lite and Converſation, and all Holy Tem 
pers Spring ; this and nothing but this will make 
them truly happy, will enable them to make their 
Hearers happy both in this World and in the next. 
Awaken my Lords, tell your Clergy that Love, 

Holyand Hea- 
venly Affections are well worth Obtaining, at the 
ſmall Expence of Sacrificing their Anger, Pride, 
Revenge, Sabbath- breaking, Drunkeneſs and Ob- 
ſcenity; which has brought our Church into the 
loweſt degree of Contempt; lead the way; ſet the 
Example, quit the faſhionable Follies of the World, 
and follow the Example of our Bleſſed Redeemer, : 
be vigilant, reprove with Gentleneſs and _—_ 
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with Zeal, draw worthy Men from the obſcure 
Corners of your Dioceſes, provide for them, che- 
riſh them, ſhew yourſelves Rewarders of Merit, 
independant of all worldly Intereſt or Parliamentary 
Connections; and then we may hope to ſee ſome 
ſtop put to the preſent reigning deluge of Corrup- 
tion which is chiefly owing to the enormous depra- 
vity of the Clergy. N 


Tun never was a Time in which the infinite 
Mercy of God to an unge ſerving People, was more 
conſpicuous, than the preſent, in aſſiſting our Fleets 
and Armies abroad. and protecting us at Home, 
in ſhowering down Bleſſings of every kind upon us; 
and what a baſe ungrate ful return do we make for 
all theſe Marks of Divine bounty ? His Holy name 
is abuſed and vilified openly in every part of theſe 
Kingdoms, all his Holy Commands are trampled- 
on, and turned into' open Ridicule, all his Laws 
violated ; and his Bleſſed Goſpel ſeldom, very 
feldom preached ; think of this ye Pillars and Fa- 
thers of our Church; are theſe things well pleaſing 
to him, who had made you Overſeers over that 
Flock, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
Blood? lay your Hands on your Heart and ſay, 
whether it was not in your Power to have preven- 
ed many of theſe enormities; what anſwer do you 
| intend to make the great Judge of Heaven and 
Earth, when called to the Bar of his awful Tribu- 
nal; will pleading Faſbion avail you? will faring 
ſumptuouſly Rey Bay, will your Luxurious Enter- 
tainments, your Equipages, and ſplendid furniture 
be then of any uſe to you? will it not be then too 
late to fay, Oh! that I had devoted my whole Time 
to the duty of my Miniſtry and to the ſaving of 
Souls, to encreaſe the number of Chriſt's Flock 
Committed to my Care, to adviſe and inſtruct them 
in every part of their Duty both to God and Man; 
to put none into Holy Orders but thoſe that 1 ven, 

| | | y 
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ly believed had a real call to the Miniſtry ; to have 
vided for none but thoſe on whoſe Capacity, 
Leal. and Purity, I could intirely depend; to have 
conſtantly. preached the Goſpel of the Bleſſed Jeſus 
to my People, for whom I had fo ſolemnly promiſed 
to be anſwerable ; to bave aſſiſted all in want, as 


far as my Fortune could enable me; to have heaped 


up Riches in Heaven, by giving away all I received 
on Earth to thoſe who ſtood in need of my Aſſiſt- 
ance ; I ſay when call'd to the awful Bar, it will be 
too late to make theſe Reflections; make them now. 

my Lords while Almighty God gives you Time and. 


Strength to do it, and be aſſured of the Treaſures, 


you will lay 5 fox yourſelves in Heaven, by Com- 
municating Bleſſings upon Earth to all under your 
Care; begin directly in making this ſo. much wiſhed: 
for Reformation; conſider ſuch Numbers are gone 
aſtray that it will require your utmoſt Care and At- 
tendance during your Lives to bring back the loſt. 
Sheep; an outward: Reformation of Manners tho” 
much to be defired will not ſuffice; there muſt be 
a Change wrought in the Heart, before a Man be- 
comes a Chriſtian ; you muſt conſider that Chriſtia- 
nity does not conſiſt in the fewneſs of our Vices, nor 
in any one particular Virtue, nor in the outward. 
Amendment of our Lives, but in ſuch a thorough. 


Change of Heart, as makes the Love- of God the. 


Spring, Meaſure and Rule of all our Tempers and 


Tuis is Chriſtianity, it is not a School for the 
teaching of Moral Virtue (as our young divines ig- 
norantly preach) it is deeper and more Divine, it im- 
plies an entire and full Dedication of 'ourſelyes, our 
Souls and Bodies to God: our Bleſſed Saviour came 
into the World, not to make any Compoſition with 
it, but to put an end to the Defigns of Fleſh and 
Blood, and to ſhew us we muſt either renounce this 

World, 
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World to become Sons of God, or by enjoying it, 
take our Portion among condemned Spirits. 


To conclude, I do ſincerely hope that each of 
your Lordſhips, and all your Clergy may from the 
ttom of your Hearts be enabled to ſay with St. 
Paul, God forbid that I ſhould glory in any Thing 
Jade the 2 of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, by which 1 
to the World, and the World is cruci- 
Fed to me, and then I ſhall eaſily obtain your Lord- 
ſhipspardon, for ſpeaking thus plainly to you. 


I am with the moſt ſincere Wiſhes for the ſpread- 
ing of the Truth, 


My Lords, 

_ Lordſhigs moſt Obedient, 
Humble Servant, | | | 

A Layman. . 


P. F. The Author of this Letter has taken ſome 
Hints and Paragraphs from Authors of different 


CTCommunions, whoſe Names he omits, as he is con- 
Vinced of the Truth of their DoQrines and O- 
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